Enhancing COPD Care in Professional Practice

Short Course
Level 6/Degree Level

Course Content

This multi-professional course focuses upon the assessment and management of the
individual with COPD within the context of the wider community. Importance is placed on
a patient centred approach, the health needs of the individual, health promotion and selfempowerment whilst acknowledging the professional, political and social climate within
which services are provided.
On completion of the course, successful students will be able to suggest, initiate and vary
treatment in response to individual needs. They will demonstrate sound knowledge of the
literature relevant to COPD and an insight into the strategic approaches to delivery of care,
to enable them to take a lead on the development of services.

Course Aim:

This course aims to equip students with the knowledge and skills to develop as
autonomous practitioners in safe, effective and evidence-based practice in the field of
COPD.

Knowledge and Understanding:
Successful students will typically be able to:

Course information
Duration:
6 months
Notional Study Time:
300 hours
Delivery:
Interactive blended
online learning including
videos and Q&A sessions
to ensure learners get the
opportunity to ask
questions and discuss
with peers.
Course Assessment:

2,000 word assignment (40%)
3,000 word case study (60%)
Coursework: 100%

1. Analyse the pathophysiology of COPD with particular reference to examining the
factors which increase the risk of developing COPD.
2. Analyse the impact of social, economic & environmental factors upon the
development of COPD & critically appraise this in relation to the provision of care.
3. Critically analyse current national and international guidelines and other drivers for
COPD care and synthesise findings to their own area of work including patients with
co-morbidities or complex needs.
4. Evaluate, appropriately select and effectively use decision making tools available to
assess disability and health status in COPD patients in relation to specific patient
situations, including management of the acute exacerbation and admission
avoidance.

Skills and Attributes:
Successful students will typically be able to:

1. Interpret patient history & clinical data (including spirometry) in order to
comprehensively assess patients with COPD, consider differential diagnosis, and to plan
& implement patient care appropriately across a range of healthcare settings reflecting
shared decision-making.
2. Develop and evaluate care strategies that promote health and assist in the prevention
of physical and psychosocial complications associated with COPD.
3. Critically examine both pharmacological and strategic management strategies relating
to acute exacerbations of COPD.
4. Critically appraise the development of services for people with COPD in all healthcare
settings.
5. Critically appraise the role of the multi-disciplinary team in organisation & delivery of
care for people with COPD, their carers & families and evaluate their own role within
the team.
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